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THE 


A Later to the Obfervator, propofing to raife Money for the publick Service by a State-Lottery. The 
Danger of fufféring the Cafb of the Nation to flagnate, and the Purfe and Sword to be manag'd or en- 
grofs'd by a few Hands. The Way the Romans and our wife Anceftors took to prevent this, A far- 


ther Account of the Book, entit?'d, An Enquiry into the Caufes of the Prohibition of Commerce 
with France, 8c. and of the Frauds committed to cheat the Qneen of ber Cuftoms. 





From Saturday, January 24. to 


CUiednesday, January 28. 1708. 





After, here’s a Letter to you from 

a Gentleman , who propofes a 
State-Lottery, as a proper Method to taife Money 
for the Nation’s Service. 


Country-m. 


Mr. Obfervator, 
“ A Mong the various Contrivances you exhibit 
a for the publick Advantage, I am mighty 
“ defirous of having your Opinion about Lotteries; 
*¢ ([L inean of that Sort of which our late State one 
“ was) for I find they are charily nourifh’d a- 
“ mongft the jiioft refin’d Nations of Ewrope, and 


_“ France it felf has endeavour'd the Practice, but 


“that the Subject had too much Reafon to fear 
* fome foul Attempt upon fo great a Cafh, as the 
“‘ Court intended to raife by this Means ; fo what 


“ was done, came in fo coldly, as the French Mini-’ 


“ftty cool'd in their Defign. Holland and Venice 
** continue the Praéticeto this Day with great Suc- 
“cefs ; fo that one fhall fcarcely read a Dutth Har- 
“lem Gazette, but among the Advertifements, we 
“find fome going om in all the great Towns of 
“that Country, of which the particular Places make 
“ their Advantage, by keeping back part, tor fe- 
“ veral Ufes of the Towns that ptomote them: For 
“Inftance, fuppofe they want Mofey to build a 
¥ Town-Honte, or Church, to repair a Harbour, 
“to make a navigable River, or mend a High-way, 
“@c. they promote a Lottery according to the De- 
“fier, leaving a feventh or eighth Part for Trou- 
“ble'and Charges, which is apply’d as above---. I 
“ cannot but admonith you of this, your Paper be- 
“ing fo univerfally read, that a Thing fo exceed- 
“ingly ufeful, may beas univerfally made known ; 
“ from whence (for any Thing I know to the con- 
“ trary) fome one confidering this Matter more 
“nicely, may improve the Notion, and make it 
“ fubfervient to the Exigency of the Nation, which 

“at this Time, may beas neceflary as ever, or (asi 


““ hope) ever will be ; fo that in making your own 


** Judginent, or ‘leaving it to others, by inferting 
“this Letter in your Paper, you may oblige the 
“Publick, andthe fooner the better, it being now 
“a Time of Parliament, when the whole Nation 
“in Epitome, is apon Ways and Means to raife 
». Money the eafielt Way ; which the Writer of 
_, Uus, humbly conceives may be as foon this Way, 
. a8 any other. 
; Yours, A. Bs 
Obf. Every Body, who propofes any Thing for the 
Advantage ef the Public jor to be encourag d, 
Reger ; for my own Part, I fee no Hurt in the Ge 
tleman’s Propofal; for all thofe Things are with 
Submiffion to our Superiors, who, if they think 
this practicable, are capable of preventing thofe 
Inconveniencies, that oblig’d our Parliament for- 
merly to difcharge private Lotteries, which,by Tricks 
and other Mifina 


eet 


tain’d, yet, if there be not a fevere Penalty againtt 
iving or receiving higher Premiums than what the 
arhiament appoints, there’s a Sort of Men, who 


ftock-job evety Thing, that are capable of finding . 


Ways and Means to make the Nation pay more 
than was intended for the advancing of fuchSums. 
But in all Cafes, Roger, wife Governinents have 
taken Care to prevent the ftagnating of Money, or 
having it run in any one Channel, to the Difad- 
vantage of Trade ; for 100 /. which circulates in 


Commerce, is more beneficial to the Government 


and the Publick, than 300 /. that runs only betwixt 
the B--- and E--. Belides, there is this Difadvan- 
tage attends the having the Money of the Nation, 
or the Management of it, in a few Hands ; that 
thofe who are Mafters of the Money, may make 
themfelves Mafters of the Crownand Kingdom, and 
difpofe of them to whom they think fit, efpecially 
ifit fhould fo happen in any Nation or State, that 
the Management of the Publick Money, and the 
Command of the Military Power, be engrofs’d by 
the fame Hands, be they few or many. 
Country-m. Pray explain your Mcaning by fome 
Ome Th too A 6 
é That may one very eafily, Roger; any 
Man, who has read the Rotman Hiftcry, nies that 
wife People did feveral Times propofe a Lex Agra- 
ria, and other Methods, to prevent the over-grown 
Power and Wealth of particular Perfons, efpecially 





Ca-lit has an Appeara 





in publick Employments ; and fo long as they ob- 
ferv’d this Method, their Liberties were fecure ; but 
as foon as their Generals and others got the Ma- 
nagement of the Purfe and the Sword, and by Con- 
fequence an Opportunity to hector and bribe, their 
Liberties Were fwallew’d up. It was the Fear of 
the like, Roger, that miade our wife Neighbours, the 
Dutch, be fo conftantly Gpon their Guard againft 
the Princes of the Family of Orange ; fome of whom, 
by their Power inthe Army alone, did feveral Times 
endanger their Liberty : And as to this Matter of 
engroffing Money by a few Hands, the wife Ro- 
mans were oftner than once oblig’d by Force to refs 
cue themfelves from the Fraud and Opprteffion of 


M 
publick Cafh. When once the Kings of France got 
the Affemblies of the Eftates, or National Parlia- 
ments, brib’d off, they foon became abfolute Ty- 
rants) And we all know from woful Experience, 
that bribing of Parliaments in the Time of King 
Charles the 11. @c. mifs’d little of having the fame 
Effect ; and had it not been more for Fear of Jofing 
their Penfions, than any Thing elfe, that hinder’d 
one of thofe Parliaments from enabling him to raife 
Money on certain Occafions, without Confent of 
Parliament, they had overturn’d our Liberties at 
once. . 

Country-m. This fhews it to be the Duty of ali 
true-hearted Britains, Mafter, to be conftantly on 


ement, became a publick Grie- | their Guard againft every og thas may put itin 
vance. This Way of raifing Money is attended y 
- With the Advantage of its being voluntary, and that 
it has the Profpect of a known Premium, without 
any Fraud t6 the Nation; whereas, in other 


its, sho’ the Intereft for advancing Money be afeer: 


the Power of a Court, or an of Men, to. 

Parliaments ; for that’s the fame Thing in Effect 
with laying thent afide, or, indeed, worle, becaufe 
nce.of the Conttitution’s being 


cntige, and makes the People think they (till enjoy 
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thie Liberty, wher! tn flielya Cafe it is certainly | ther Cheats, they are guilty of a direét Breach of i 
betray'd. 


tra 

OW. Our Anceftors, Roger, have been fo careful 
to prevent.its being in the Power of Courtiers, or 
Levies of Fations, to way i the pitblick Mo- 
ney allottéd for the Defence of the Kutigdom, or to 
agerandize themfelves, fo as to over-awe the reft of 
the Subjeéts, that they appointed Técafttrers of their 
own, to fee it lay’d oft, and tb be aécountable to 
them for it. 

Country-m. Take Heed what you fay, Mafter, ex- 
cept you have good Authority for it. 

Obf. Yes, yes, Roger ; Tam not to be frighten d 
by the babbling, doubling Under-fpur-leathers, 
My Authority is thus : 

“ Rét. Parl. 1 Rich. 2.Pars. 2. 'N. a 297. The 
“ Kingdom being in Point to be foft by the Ene- 
<< mies of Spain and France, and divers others there 
“* mention’d, who made War botf? at Land and Sea, 
“¢ a Subfidy upon tlie Grand Cuftoms was granted 
* as the Words arey Pur le Defence & Refcons del 
‘* Kingdom ; i. ¢. for the Defence and Refcue of the 
* Kingdom. This was for two Years, and Perfons 
“ sfhan'd to xescive and expend the Money, Com, 
“ Mich. 3 Rich. 2. London, Walliam Walworth and 
“ Fobn Philpot, Citizens of London, the Treafurers 
of it, upon their Account, fhew the Particulars 
“ how this Money was expended, Circa Salvationem 
‘© & Defenfionem Regni ; i.e. fox the Safety and De- 
“t fence of the Kingdom, and were diicharg d. 

‘6 Ro 2 Pars. 2. NN. 14 and ¥5. Teunage and 
“« Poundage granted, Jffuit que foit apply fur Safe- 
“© guard del mere, & nul Part aii hors ; i. e« orderd, 
‘- ‘that it be apply’d to the Guarding of the Seca, and 
“< t3 no other Puspofe, and the King, a the Petiti- 
<¢ an of the Commons, appoints Receivers. 

“6R.2. Pars. 2. N. 13. The Commons com- 
*« plain; that notwithftanding the Grant of Tun- 
“nage and Poundage, the is not kept, and 
<< therefore Perfors were nain'd and affign’d in Par- 
“ tiament to receive the Money, and do it. 

“6 H. 4. N.o and 10. Tunnage and Peninage 

t 
pro- 


Oathand Truft. The other fraudulent Pra&; 
tinted at by the Gentleman, are, 1. That conhde: 
rable Quantities of fuch Goods are brought into our 


| Harbotrs by Dutch-Men of *War and Merchant. 


Ships, by Contraét, and thén run a Shore by Boats 
of our own. 2 The Employing 6f finall, Verl, 
directly betwixt or own and the French Coa, 
+3. The bringing m of French Wintsand Brandy un. 
sder the Denomination of Viana and other Coup. 
trics, conmiv d at by Gufrm- Hoafe Officers. 4. Im. 
porting fuch Goods from Helland, Ireland, Ferfey 
Guernjey, and the J/le of Adan, im Chefts, Hainpers 
and Casks, with Spaw-Waters, Esgs, Beer, Cyder. 
Ale, or other Goods on the Top, conniv’d at by 
| Cuftom-Hoxfe Otheers for Bribes. of which our rtd 
thor fays he has been Fye and Ear Witnefs, 5. By 
Sham-Capturés, taking Ships fraighted with Wine 
and Brandy by private Contract and Affignation, 
6. By Seizures being made by the Importers own 
Information, after private Agreement between him 
and the Se:zer. 7. By (ufom-Honfe Officers dtawing 
off the belt of the Wine and Brandy, when feiz’d. 
and felling it, after having fill’d up the Cacks with 
other Stuff, by which fometimes they cheat thofe 
whoin they made¢ a fraudulent Agreement with. 8, 
By agreeiag with the Owners of athe ftiz’d Wines 
or Brandy, @c. to undervalue it to ay who come 
to bid for it, and giving, them fiich Taftes for Proof. 
as difcourages the Buyer, and fo the Smugler has it 
at his own Pfiee. 9. By fiufleting large Hampers 
and Chelts of Wine to be directedtto thenifelves, in 
order to cheat et Majefty of her Cuftoms, to. By 
fuch Practices being commanded by noted Men 
in the Navy, Cuftoms; and Tteaftiry, {0 as they can 
fupply themfelves and Friends with good Wine at 
feven Perice or-eight Petice per Quart, and order 
fuch and fuch Quantities to be brought them by 
Captains of Meh of War, Yachts, or Packets from 
Hojland, Ireland, &c. 11. By allowing the fame 
Certificate toconvey double Quantities {cveral Ways. 
Now, Roger, if thefe Things be frne, as the Gen- 


<¢ were granted for two onipepen Condition, that) tleman aflerts in his Book, the like Frauds may be 


“+ ig Phould ceafey if the King, St. Hi 

<< vide not  eaien Army for the Sea. Mixed 
Thus, Roger, you fee the wife Methods taken by 

our Anceftors, when engag’d in a dangerous War 

with France, Spain, &c. and when our Seas were 

not guarded. 


committed, forany Thing we know, in other Branch- 
e$ of Pr erg ; and if fo, Weare not to wonder 
that Funids have fo often prov’d deficient ; but oir 
Legiflators are beft able to enquire into-the Tiuth 
of thofe Abufés, and iedrefs them ; and to them, 
we fubmit it. , 





} Conatry-m. If ows Saperiors think fit-to make the age , 
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have Citizen mt as a € to : 

1) charge fuch a Trut, as William W. a pacy » 5 OE Advertifements. 
: | The Britith Court, a Poem. Defcribing the moi 
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Philper were; and b think no Boly will deny,that ou? 
Cticos awe as much cinctrad now fave the 


Seas well feour'd and snpsieds, 28 they were; for I 
dave fay, if the Cufom-Hoxfe Books then and now 
be conipar’d, it will appeas, that the Trade of Zon- 
don_excceds what it was in, thofe Days, a hundred. 
toon atieaft. But now, Mai nee We are up- | 
on the 7% weit? fome farther, he Cone 
upon t entitl’d, pager into the Canfes 
fete Prchiticion of C ith pacity ily With an 
Account of the Adeshods taken. to cheat her Majefty of 
ber Caftoms. a 

Of, With all my Heart, Roger s for “tis my O- | 
pion, that the Author has difcover’d moft of the 
Frooke! Paths of Fraud and Collufion, by which 





the Government and fair Traders eather are, or may 
be grofily impos'd mpons git delcrves the. 


Of War, Yachts, Packers, 1 


Veflels in her Ma ise. Dawe d “co brings Brandy, 


and Wine, Oc. Danes Of oneaes, che , 
sieet atSea, ot ftom France, LO deal rot Letters of Attorneys Rel-a/es, or any other vtaak 


ftom: ; for ‘tis certainly an intolerable and, unna- 
tural Crime for thofe, who live by her Majefty’s. 

vo cheat her of her Cuftoms ; . but much 
mre fo in any of thofe concern’d. in that Branch 
ofthe Revenue, fince, befides what's common too- 











celebrated beanties'at St. Jatnes’s, the Park 
Vig. Durchefs of Ma Dutche OF enh 
Dutchefs of we Seg era of Ranelaugh, Lady Ryal- 
ton, Mrs. Collier, Maid of Honour, Mrs. Forefter, Maid 
of Honour, Countefs of Suriderland, Countefs of Bridg- 
of the Bed-chamber’ Mes Danch ond Digns Pots Cone 
; ’ : L . ow- 
recom an fer, Rady Chaser Cale La- 
‘Han Sy: Marchidnefs of sey eh ee 
IDBon Duechefs ’Somerfer Countefs of Orrery 
Woitley, Mrs. Long, Durchefsof Beanford, Mrs. New- 
ae Buchets of . Albans, Cotmrefs of Effex, Lady 
ooditock, Mrs. Wyndham, Countefs of Wharton, La- 


dy Elizabeth Seymour, Dutchefs of Bucks and Norman- 
by. The fecond Edition, with Additions. Sold by S. 


| Bunchly at the Publithing-Otiice in Bearbinder-lane. 
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